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The Dowell House at 2413 Huron Street is a gable roofed
dwelling with an§ enclosed porch and a shed storage
area attached to the rear. It is a narrow and vertical
home with an§ enclosed porch and awnings on the second
storey. The house is locatecd in the historically black
community of Mt. Winans. This section of Mr. Winans has been
identified as Hullsville by the older black residents.

The J.H. Dowell House is located on a block which is
bounded by Huron St. on the west, Hollins Ferry Road on
the north, Puget St. to the east, and Harmon St. on the
south. The lot is located within Hull's Addition in an
urbanized arex about seven miles south west of Baltimore's
Inner Harbor area. The topography has a flat, sparsely vege-
tated terrain. The 1lots are organigzed in a typical grid
plan having long, rectangular plat lines. Hullsville is a commun-
ity which is bounded by Hollins Ferry Road on the north
and east, and the B and C Railroad on the south and west.

The house is raised above a cellar and the fron-porch
is partially enclosed with screening. Lathe turned pillars
-artieulate the verticality of the porch and support a flat
hood. The windows are double hung and covered with storm
windows with simple trim.

The house is two bays wide and three rooms deep.
There are two central flues to the plan which aprears to be
three r ooms deep. The house is finished with shingles and
contrasting trim. A louxvered vent is situated in the
attic in the gable end.
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8. Statement of Significance

It is not uncommon for groups of people who shared ethnic
identities to form urban or rural settlements where the archi-
tecture, folklore, and other aspects of material culture were
actively pursued and transmltted within the communlty In
spite of the peculiar aspects of the black American's trek
from slavery to freecom, black people zlsc rezponded to the
struggle for existencc bty forming communities and settlements
tonsciously. What is needed is &n evaluation of what is known
abouc-sites that are significantly relzted to black history.
This evaluation reoquires expandiang upon the historic sites in-
ventory which is currently esvailable arnd providing documentation
of spatial relationships, functional characteristies, structur-
al requirements , end modifications. Ideally, the findings
here would be most significant where we identify spaces that
were occupied by slaves, free blacks, influential black lead-
ers, professionals, working cless and poor blacks within a
relevent comparative framework.

The black town was formzlly conceived as a community followin
Emancipation and dotted the American landscape from c¢.1870
through the 1220's. These were usually formzl communities
located along an urban access route. The urban enclave, on the
other hand, is 2 black settlement which typically categorizes
the early cormunltlec that are historically tlack in urtanized
areas. Itis probably the most pervasive form of community in
cities and its rernants are extant throughout the United States .
Usually, a partiarchal community was formed around a col>red
school of churc», and houses were built by the farilies who
purchased lots from the patriarch. As cities grew, these
communities became annexec by the city and formed the basic
black district in the older ereas. The grid plan is tkhe form
determinant although a spatial analysis of the relationship
between spaces and nodal axis voints which qualify spatial hier-
archies is desverately needed.

Hullsville, (}t Winans) was settled in 1853 with the con-
struction of the Sharp Street Memorial African rethodist Chapel.
The community was established by 1878 where home building, roads
and service institutions were defining the community. 1ilost of
the heads of households were indipendent artisans, semi-skilied
laborers, and craftsmen. The concenption of the community was
defined by its racial homogeniety and the independent economic
status of the men.

A modified grid plan was developed by the community al-
though this system may have been & natural response to the
street system. This community is defined by exceptionally wide
streets, their axis being cdetermined by nstural contours of
the land rather than a formzl idezlized plan. The form of the
dominant house type in the early hcuses is vernacular, detached
row houses prooaoly reminiscent of the city image that the
founding residents maintained.
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